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take place in another village: [143] he betook him-
self thither in good company. He had no sooner
arrived than he stole away from the tumult and the
crowd, in order to slip into the cabins,—that he
might console the sick and dying, in case he should
encounter any. It seems that God led him by the
hand on that journey. He found in a cabin five
little children who were all in danger of death; he
baptized them at his ease, and without noise,—every
one having gone out to see those public rejoicings.
He learned, three days later, that those little inno-
cents were no longer in the land of the dying. O my
God! what a propitious encounter! What an admi-
rable stroke of predestination for those little Angels
who now praise and bless God with their good
Father! Oh, what thanks they give him in the holy
Sion! These opportunities, as I have remarked,
retained the Father in his exile.

He was in wunusual misery when he was con-
strained to take the resolution that he would escape
through the intervention of the Dutch; if he had not
seen that it was all over with his life, and that he
could no longer help those poor Barbarians unless he
escaped, so that he might come and find them at
another time, never could he have [144] abandoned
them; but our Lord prolonged his life, that he might
come and present it to him another time, as a burnt-
offering, at the place where he had already begun
his sacrifice.



